
Song lyrics 
 
The Land that Gives Birth to Freedom     
 
We have held meetings to ourselves  
to see if we can't plan some way to live. 
We have held meetings to ourselves  
to see if we can't plan some way to live.   

 Chorus- 

Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  
Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  

 We have Mr. Singleton for our president.  
He will go on before us and lead us through.  
We have Mr. Singleton for our president.  
He will go on before us and lead us through.  

Chorus- 

Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  
Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  

For Tennessee is a hard slavery state,  
and we find no friends in that country.  
For Tennessee is a hard slavery state,  
and we find no friends in that country.  

Chorus- 

Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  
Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  

 
We want peaceful homes and quiet firesides;  
no one to disturb us or turn us out.  
We want peaceful homes and quiet firesides;  
no one to disturb us or turn us out.  
 
Chorus- 

Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  
Marching along, yes, we are marching along,  
To Kansas City we are bound.  

Fleming, W.L. (1909). “Pap” Singleton, The Moses of the Colored Exodus.  

 



Song Lyrics 
 
Extending Our Voices to Heaven 
 
We are on our rapid march to Kansas, the land that gives birth to free-dom.  
May God Almighty bless you all.  
 
Chorus- 
Farewell, dear friends, farewell.  
 
Many dear mothers are sleeping in the tomb of clay,  
have spent all their days in slavery in old Tennessee.  
 
Chorus- 
Farewell, dear friends, farewell.  
 
It seems to me that the year of jubilee has come;  
surely this is the time that is spoken of in history.  
 
Chorus- 
Farewell, dear friends, farewell.  
 
Fleming, W.L. (1909). “Pap” Singleton, The Moses of the Colored Exodus.  



Poster 
 

 
Letter promoting migration 

 

Promoting African American Migration: Nicodemus, Kansas Circulars (1877) 



Web Version: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5029 

 

To the Colored Citizens of the United States. 

Nicodemus, Graham Co., Kan., July 2d. 1877. 

We, the Nicodemus Town Company of Graham County, Kan., are now in possession of our 

lands and the Town Site of Nicodemus, which is beautifully located on the N. W. quarter of 

Section 1, Town 8, Range 21, in Graham Co., Kansas, in the great Solomon Valley, 240 miles 

west of Topeka, and we are proud to say it is the finest country we ever saw. The soil is of rich, 

black, sandy loam. The country is rather rolling, and looks most pleasing to the human eye. The 

south fork of the Solomon river flows through Graham County, nearly directly east and west and 

has an abundance of excellent water, while there are numerous springs of living water abounding 

throughout the Valley. There is an abundance of fine Magnesian stone for building purposes, 

which is much easier handled than the rough sand or hard stone. There is also some timber; 

plenty for fire use, while we have no fear but what we will find plenty of coal. 

Now is your time to secure your home on Government Land in the Great Solomon Valley of 

Western Kansas. 

Remember, we have secured the service of W. R. Hill, a man of energy and ability, to locate our 

Colony. 

Not quite 90 days ago we secured our charter for locating the town site of Nicodemus. We then 

became an organized body, with only three dollars in the treasury and twelve members, but 

under the careful management of our officers, we have now nearly 300 good and reliable 

members, with several members permanently located on their claims—with plenty of provisions 

for the colony—while we are daily receiving letters from all parts of the country from parties 

desiring to locate in the great Solomon Valley of Western Kansas. 

For Maps, Circulars, and Passenger rates, address our General Manager, W. R. HILL, North 

Topeka, Kansas, until August 1st, 1877, then at Hill City, Graham Co., via Trego. 

The name of our post-office will be Nicodemus, and Mr. Z. T. Fletcher will be our “Nasby.” 

Rev. S. P. ROUNDTREE, Secretary. 

 
 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5029


Photo 
 

 

7.1 - Exodusters waiting for a steamboat to carry them westward in the late 1870's.  Retrieved April 11, 2011 from  
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/seven/w67i_levee.htm
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    Political cartoon 
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Newspaper article 
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